IN THE PT aik^. 
Claims 1-24 (Canceled) 

25. (Currently Amended) An implant comprising- 

*. jr y rm M,d sK ° nd -* - • ^ « 

„ * *w <W <*co»d conical ami cap disposed on each end of a* „«,„ a , ^ 

- cap, c 0mprista8 ^ ^ plura , iIy „ 

and a bearing surface ar an end therein; and 

a plurality of cortical struts; 

a&Bmjfa p depth of dx r^ > ^ eree inn, u .„ gc h.^. ^ heieht nf rh . .„„ 
cap so .hat T p, r ^ fv1 ng regions do not n f r ^ rnmn letelv _ ^ ^ 

wh *™^ cortical strut is 

bear against at least a ponton of the bearing surface. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Currently Amended) The implant of claim 25 34. wherein the cortical 
strut received in the receiving region of the cap is press-fit ^ sm _ 

28. (Canceled) 

29. (Currently Amended) The implant of claim 25 34, wherein the implant 
comprises demineralized bone. 

30. (Currently Amended) The implant of claim 25 34, wherein the implant 
comprises partially demineralized bone. 

31. (Currently Amended) The implant of claim 25 34, wherein the body 
comprises osteoconductive material. 

32. (Currently Amended) The implant of claim 25 34. wherein the body 
comprises cancellous bone. 

33. (Canceled) 
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34. (Currently Amended) Tile implant of claim 25 m/H • . 
ore disposed generally parallel to each 0lher P ^ 25 * where,n *e struts 

(Currently tended) The implant of Cain, 25 34, wheTein Ae smiK 
(Currently tended) The implant of claim 25 34, wherein the struts 



are cylindrical. 



bave a triangular cross-seciioq. 



37. 



have a rectangular cross-section 



(Currently Amended) The implant of claim 25 34, *he rein we Slmrs 



cylindrical. 



38- (Currently Amended) The implant of claim 25 34, wherein the body is 



39. (Currently Amended) The implant of claim 25 34. wherein the end 



caps are configured and dimensioned to distribute loading on the implant. 

struts are sized "\ ^ ^ ° f ^ * whereto *• 

struts are s^ed and configured to serve as load-bearing members. 

41. (Currently Amended) An implant sized and configured for placement 
between adjacent vertebral bodies, the implant comprising: 

a first conical end cap having a top surface for engaging a vertebral body, a 
bottom surface and a receiving region disposed therebetween; 

bo,™ rf ' ^ ^ endca ^™* * for engaging a vertebral body, a 

bottom surface, and a receiving region disposed therebetween; 

a cancellous body having a first end for engaging the bottom surface of the 
first conical end cap. a second end for engaging the bottom surface of the second cortical end 
cap. and at least one through-hole extending therebetween; 

at least one cortical strut disposed in the at least one through hole formed in 
the body and in the at least one receiving region formed in the first and second end caps- 

wherem Tpe first nrf se cond ends of ihr ™rito„« ^ y *~ ^ - p rr T „ r 

vertebral body ; 

wherein the end caps are sized and dimensioned to serve as load-distributing 
members and me at least one cortical strut is sized and configured to serve as a load-bearing 
member. 
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«» w me end caps comprise 3 through hoje. 

(Previously Presented) The im p i m of cJaim 4 , . . 

sirui received in rhe through hole of rh. „ • * Wb<?rem ^ Conica l 

wrougn hole of the end caps is press-fit therein. 

44. (Previously Presented) The implant of claim 4 1 ^ ■ u 
one receiving region formed in the end c 8DS has a h 1 31 le8SI 

114 Capi h3S a bea ""S surface at an end thereof. 



cylindrical. 



49. (Previously Presented) The implant «fcW» 4 l. wherein the struts are 



have , (PrcViOUS,y ° fci *™ 41. wherein the struts 

have a triangular cross-section. 

31. (Previously Presented) The implant of claim 41, wherein the struts 
have a rectangular cross-section. 



cylindrical. 



52. (Previously Presented) The implant of claim 41. wherein the body is 



-4- 

NYJO 1544213 4 



PAGE 5/13* RCVD AT 9121/2004 1 :41 :14 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/2 ' DN1S:7468000 • CSID:+2127557306 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-20 



smis bear agarnst sn end smftce of tht .„d raps. 

# 

54. (New) An implant sized and configured for pJace m e m between 
adjaceni venebral bodies, the implant comprising: 

borm rf 9 T- ^ ^ " WP ^ ** * body, a 

surface, a hetght dimension extending between the top surface and the bottom 
and ar least one recess disposed therein; 

bo. rf 3 SPCOnd ^ ^ ^ 3 WP SUlf3Ce f0r «W8 * venetal body a 

bonom surface, a height dimension extending between the top surface ^ * e bottom .„L 
and at least one recess disposed therein; 

a cancellous body having a first end for engaging the bottom surface of the 
fctt -meal end cap, a second end for engaging the bonom surface of the second corneal end 
cap, and at least one through-hole extending therebetween; 

at least one cortical strut disposed in the at least one through hole formed in 
the body and in the at least one recess formed in the first and second end caps; 

wherein the first and second ends of the cancellous body do not engage the 
venebral body; and 

wherein at least one of the recesses formed in ettber of the first or second end 
cap has a depth less than theheight of the end cap so that the recess does not extend 
completely through the end cap. 
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